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Friday 1st December 2023 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

The weather has certainly made it seem very festive this week and definitely excited the children! Very 
seasonal for Friday 1st December! We have certainly made the most of the ‘awe and wonder’ moments that 
snow and ice inevitably bring. 
 

It was a super community event last Saturday with the switching on of the Christmas lights on the Village 
Green. We were thrilled that two of our lovely Year 6 children, Ava and Reuben, represented our school and 
enjoyed the honour of helping to switch on the lights. I think they thoroughly enjoyed their temporary 
celebrity status and carried out the honour with great maturity too! 
 

Thank you for all the wonderful gifts that have been sent into school today for our Christmas Fair. You are 
very generous! Any money raised at the Christmas Fair is always used to benefit the children in school 
whether it be buying them ice creams, party food or purchasing those extra things that make our classrooms 
such welcoming environments. 
 

It has been lovely to see so many of you again at the Reading Workshops this week – we hope you found 
them useful. You are never too old to come back to school and hopefully, these workshops will all be able to 
help you support your child at home. 
 

The children have certainly had a real treat visiting Narnia at All Saints’ Church this week. We are so fortunate 
to have such an active church who organise such wonderful events for our children.  
 

Once again, this week has shown some tremendous community spirit amongst our parents and local 
residents. I would like to say a huge thank you to the parents and carers who helped and supported us 
yesterday morning when one of our parents was unwell. You know who you are – thank you from the bottom 
of my heart. I am pleased to say that the parent is recovering well at home. It just never ceases to amaze me 
what wonderfully kind and considerate families we have. 
 

Christmas is well upon us now and I have listed on a separate document all the Christmas events taking place 

each day so you can see them all at a glance. More details are included below. We are really looking forward 

to sharing some of these festivities with you all – it really is just like the good old days this year! 

Reverse Advent Calendar 

Once again, we are organising a Reverse Advent Calendar when we ask anyone who is able, to donate an 

item of food every school day throughout December. We will then package the food up and will make up 

some food hampers for some of our families and also donate some to the local foodbank. Please help us to 

make this another resounding success this year! 
 

Donations to The Salvation Army and Local Foodbank in lieu of Staff Gifts 

If anyone would like to make donations to either of these very worthy causes, please send them into school. 

Our school council will be going shopping to spend any of this money and ensure it reaches those who need 

it most. 

 

 

‘Through God’s love, we are the rich soil  

where roots grow and seeds flourish.’ 

Luke 8:4-15 



Friends of the School Christmas Shop 

We are really looking forward to seeing the children’s little faces light up as they choose their gifts this week 
for their loved ones. Giving is definitely more precious than receiving and our children see the absolute 
pleasure in this when they choose their gifts from the Christmas Shop.  
 

The days the shop will take place for each year group are listed below. Please make sure your child brings a 
carrier bag into school on the day of their shop – this will help to make sure that no gift is lost or broken. 
Thank you. 

I would like to say a huge thank you on behalf of you all to the army of volunteers from the Friends of the 
School who have made this possible. The work that goes on behind the scenes is immense – from ordering, 
storing, wrapping, collating orders, chasing up payments, replenishing stock, banking the money and the 
actual manning of the stalls this week. Thank you all so much – this really is a very special and popular event 
loved by all!  

Nativities – ticket information & sign up 
Tickets are selling quickly for the nativity performances. The Year 1 & 2 (KS1) morning performance is sold 
out and there are only 12 tickets left for the 2pm performance. We still have some tickets left for the other 
nativities and Christingle. If you would like to purchase any additional tickets for any performance, these will 
go on sale on Monday from the school office.  
 

Nursery: Tuesday 12th December at 2.30pm - Christmas Storytime - Book here. 
    Thursday 14th December at 10am – Christmas Storytime – Book here 
Reception:   Monday 11th December at 10am and 2pm in the School Hall 
Year 1 & Year 2:  Tuesday 12th December at 10 am and 2 pm in the School Hall 
Year 3 & Year 4:  Friday 15th December at 10am in All Saints’ Church 
Year 5 & Year 6:  Thursday 14th December at 2pm and 6pm in the School Hall 
 
 

Christmas Fair 
This year our annual Christmas Fair will be held in school on Thursday 7th December between 3.30pm – 5pm. 
We will have tombola’s, Enterprise stands, refreshments and a variety of other stalls. If you are able to give 
up any of your spare time to help volunteer on the day, we would really appreciate your help. Please fill in 
this volunteer form if you are able to volunteer. 
 

Christmas raffle tickets are now on sale for £1 each (£5 per strip). As always, we will have some fabulous 
prizes however, we would be very grateful for any raffle prize donations from local businesses or 
organisations to add to the prize list. All money raised from the Christmas Fair and Raffle goes directly back 
into providing those ‘little extras’ for your children in school. 
 

Homework Questionnaire 
Thank you to everyone who completed this questionnaire – we do appreciate you all spending some time 
filling it out. We will be analysing your responses over the next couple of weeks and let you know of any 
changes we make in the new year. 
 

Attendance 
 

Reception 93.7% 

Year 1 95.2% 

Year 2 96.5% 

Year 3 95.3% 

Year 4 96.4% 

Year 5 98.3% 

Year 6 94.5% 
 

 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/xTtZmLtLkw
https://forms.office.com/e/xTtZmLtLkw
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nQP32h_HBU2bpllJ4QL0zs7Xv7vNecdGl6FRamGmcpxUMTFBSVdCVk9RR0NKSFRTRjVYNDdBNllSQy4u


Safeguarding 
Keeping children safe from harm is our number one priority. We will always act upon any concerns 
individuals have, or any disclosures from children. However, if you have any concerns outside of school, or 
if you have a concern about a child or young person’s welfare, it is essential that you call First Contact on: 
03000 267979. 
 

Online Safety 
Please read the attached information regarding schools’ responsibilities around the new Online Safety Act, 
passed into law in October this year. 
 

Diary Dates for Next Week 
Monday 4th December 2023 – Friends of the School Christmas Shop 

The volunteers from The Friends of the School will be on site on Monday morning to allow children from 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 come to the shop to choose their special gifts for their chosen people. Please 
remember to send them in with a carrier bag so they can carry their purchases home.  
 

Tuesday 5th December 2023 – Year 2 Stay and Play Sessions 

We are thrilled to offer Stay and Play Sessions to our Year 2 families on Tuesday. We have two sessions – 
one from 9-10am and the other from 2-3pm. Please sign up on the form here to indicate if you would like to 
come to one of the sessions. Please note, we are unable to have younger siblings attend the stay and play 
sessions and ask that you limit it to no more than 2 adults who come along. This is purely because of numbers 
involved and the size of the classrooms. Thank you! 
 

Wednesday 6th December 2023 – Friends of the School Christmas Shop 

The volunteers from The Friends of the School will be on site on Wednesday to allow children from Nursery, 

Year 3 and Year 4 to come to the shop to choose their special gifts for their chosen people. Please remember 

to send them in with a carrier bag so they can carry their purchases home.  
 

Wednesday 6th December 2023 – Nursery Stay and Play Session 

We have our Nursery Stay and Play session on Wednesday from 10.30-11.30am and 1.45-2.45pm. Please 

come along and enjoy spending some precious time with your children. 
 

Wednesday 6th December 2023  - Author Session for KS2 

We are thrilled to have signed up for virtual school visit with a great children’s author, Katherine Rundell. 
All KS2 children will be logging on to enjoy some time both listening to and asking questions of Katherine. 
She is a very popular children’s author who has won Waterstone’s book of the year twice – in 2015 & 2023, 
and in 2022 became the youngest ever author to win the Baillie Gifford prize for Non-Fiction.  I’m sure the 
children will be really inspired and enthused after this session. 
 

Thursday 7th December 2023 – Year 1 Poetry in the Forest 
You may be aware that Year 1 have been preparing for their Forest Poetry session by writing poems this 
week. The children have been working extremely hard and are excited to share their poems with their adults 
next week. The poetry session is at 9am next Thursday (7th December) in the Forest. We will have 
refreshments on arrival, then will hear the children read some of their Seasons poems and will finish with 
marshmallows and hot chocolate around the campfire. We hope you will be able to join us for this session 
next week.  Please sign up on the form here to indicate if you would like to come along for this session.                                                                                                     
 

Thursday 7th December 2023 – No extra-curricular activity clubs 

Due to the Christmas Fair taking place, there will be no Year 3 & 4 Dance, Year 4 Dodgeball or Year 4-6 

Shakespeare Club on after school. 
 

Thursday 7th December 2023 – Christmas Fair 3.30pm – 5pm 

I am sure this is going to be another exciting and lovely event for the whole family. We will be opening the 

doors at 3.30pm, once the staff have seen to all the children. The fair will take place in the Junior Hall and 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nQP32h_HBU2bpllJ4QL0zqIc1nsZ-jtJlwJv4jHiabNURDdBUlYzSERWWVA0TE9VMVVOTk5FQkJXOC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nQP32h_HBU2bpllJ4QL0zqIc1nsZ-jtJlwJv4jHiabNUQVc3WTVVOTJMWFhZMzVWRFFROVdSQUpKOC4u


Year 4 classrooms. There will be lots of activities, stalls, refreshments and local businesses with their stalls. 

The children will be selling their enterprise goods that they are making this week too!  

At the fair will be the following stalls: 

• Tombola’s 

• Christmas Crafts  

• Pick a Bottle 

• Lucky dip 

• Sweet stall 

• Refreshments 

• Hot Dogs 

• Enterprise Goods  

• Christmas Raffle 

 

Please note that children must be accompanied by an adult and unfortunately, we will not have the capacity 

to be able to take any children from After School Club to the fair. After School Club will take place in Nursery 

on Thursday. Please come along and support our Christmas Fair to make lots of money for the benefit of 

your children! 
 

Friday 8th December 2023 – Friends of the School Christmas Shop 

The volunteers from The Friends of the School will be on site on Friday morning to allow children from Year 
5 and Year 6 to come to the shop to choose their special gifts for their chosen people. Please remember to 
send them in with a carrier bag so they can carry their purchases home. Any child who was absent earlier in 
the week will also come to the shop on Friday morning. 
 

SEND News 
Durham County Council has asked us to share information about the FEARless course that will be taking place 
on Monday afternoons at the Stanley Family Hub, beginning in January. FEARless is a course for 
parents/carers of children aged 6-14 years. The course helps where you have a child who has anxiety which 
might be causing them to miss school or social events. It will help you to understand your child's anxiety, 
recognise when your child is anxious and develop skills and techniques to help your child cope with their 
anxiety. Sessions run for two hours a week over six weeks. To find out more and to sign up for the course, 
please click here. 
 

Thank you to everyone who completed last half-term's questionnaire for parents and carers of children with 
SEND. One point that a few parents and carers made was about the changes to Mr McLoughlin's 
responsibilities this year. For the past two years, we have been able to have Mr McLoughlin not attached to 
a class. This meant that whilst he still had teaching commitments across the school, he did not have his own 
class and had a great deal of flexibility to meet promptly with parents and carers.  
 

This year, due to budget constraints, he has had to go back into class and is the class teacher for one of our 
Year 1 classes, in addition to his role as special needs co-ordinator (SENCO) across the school. He has one 
day per week out of class for his SENCO responsibilities and has some dedicated times during this day 
available to meet with parents and carers. However, if you would like to discuss your child’s specific needs, 
their class teacher is always the best person to speak to first, as they work most closely with your child 
throughout the week. 
 

We always welcome feedback on our SEND provision, so please feel free to contact Mr McLoughlin by email 
if you would like to share any thoughts at all. His email address is s.mcloughlin@lanchesterep.net 
                                                                                                                                                                     Mr McLoughlin 
 

Early Years News 
We warmly invite you to our Nursery Christmas Story Time sessions on Tuesday 12th 
December at 1:30 or 2:30pm and Thursday 14th December at 9:30 or 10:30 am.  These sessions will be held 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/28897/FEARless
mailto:s.mcloughlin@lanchesterep.net


in the Rainbow Room in Nursery and space will be limited.  Please sign up for only one of these sessions to 
allow as many of you to attend as possible.  Please note that we can only offer a maximum of two places per 
child.  Book your place here.  Children are invited to attend these sessions dressed for a Christmas 
celebration.  Don't forget to bring your singing voices! 

Your EYFS child will be bringing home a wooden peg today (or on Monday for Monday-Wednesday children 
in Nursery).  You are invited to help them to decorate it and bring it back into school for the class Christmas 
Tree.  Your child may wish to decorate it as an angel, turn it into a reindeer, colour it in to become Spiderman, 
make it into a snowman... we welcome all ideas to make our Christmas Tree as spectacular and individual as 
your child!   Please remember to clearly label your child's peg with their name so that it can be easily returned 
at the end of term to hang on your tree at home.   
 

As the weather turns colder, please ensure that your child has their warm coat with them in school.  We 
would appreciate your help in teaching them to put their own coats on. This is a very important life skill, but 
something many of our children struggle with.  You might like to watch this video with your child to give 
them some strategies which will help them  https://youtu.be/IamT7QYMTFI  Although we understand that 
it is often quicker and easier to do it for them, your child will gain not only independence, but also a huge 
boost to their self-esteem, by you supporting us in teaching them how to do it themselves.  Next step - 
zips!                                                                                                                                         Miss Butler 

 
Key Stage One News 
It has been another busy and exciting week in KS1. We all really enjoyed going to All Saints Church for the 
Narnia prayer journey. There has also been some exciting Writing going on in Year 2 about The Great Explorer 
as well as some Science looking at woodlice habitats. Year 1 have been learning about Hannukah in RE and 
enjoyed an exciting visit from the Wright Brothers on Tuesday. 
 

Rehearsals for the Christmas performance 'Baarmy Bethlehem' are well under way and the children are 
doing a fantastic job with all of the singing, acting and reading roles. 
 

You may have seen already on Twitter that Year 1 have been preparing for their Forest Poetry session by 
writing poems this week. The children have been working extremely hard and are excited to share their 
poems with their adults next week. The poetry session is at 9am next Thursday (7th December) in the Forest. 
We will have refreshments on arrival, then will hear the children read some of their Seasons poems and will 
finish with marshmallows and hot chocolate around the campfire. We hope you will be able to join us for 
this session next week.                                                                                                                                          Mr Innes 
 

Key Stage Two News 
Year 3 and 4 Christingle and Carol Service 

Our Year 3 and 4 children are putting the final touches to their Christingle and Carol Service which will be 
held at the church. Our Christingle is a warm, moving and joyful celebration that brings our community 
together to share the light of Jesus and spread a message of hope.  
 

The Year 3 children will each make their own Christingle and take part in a procession around the church. 
Each element of a Christingle has a special meaning and helps to tell the Christian story: 
 

• The orange represents the world 
• The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and blood of Christ 
• The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s creations 
• The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world, bringing hope to 

people living in darkness. 
 

The Year 4 children will be leading a traditional Carol Service with readings and 
Christmas carols. We hope that you will join us at 10am on Friday 15th December 
to share this wonderful occasion where the children will celebrate the true 
meaning of Christmas. 

https://forms.office.com/e/xTtZmLtLkw
https://youtu.be/IamT7QYMTFI


 
Year 5 and 6 Christmas Performance – Christmas 1914. 

Year 5 and 6 are busy learning songs and lines for their performance of Christmas 1914. 
The play is set in August 1914 at the beginning of the First World War. The story tracks 
Joe and his friends as they rush off to enlist to the army, leaving anxious families and 
friends behind. Once the grim reality of war takes hold, letters to and from the trenches 
become ever more important. As Christmas comes, the community gathers for a carol 
concert, whilst even the misery of the trenches is briefly lightened by the Christmas Truce. 
The show ends with a poignant moment of remembrance for absent loved ones as 
thoughts turn to the birth of Jesus. Everyone is looking forward to sharing this story with 
you on Thursday 14th December at 2pm and 6pm. 

 

Please note that due to unavoidable circumstances, this will now take place in school. We are holding the 
second performance at 6pm in an attempt to accommodate working parents. We are hoping and presuming 
that all children will return for the 6pm performance as well, whether or not they have a main part. All 
children are important and we hope that the children will realise the importance of their presence as well as 
their desire to show their support to their peers and teachers.                                                             Mr Knighton 
 

 
 
Positive Thinking 
 

CHRISTMAS TO-DO-LIST 

• Buy   Be presents 

• Wrap gifts  someone in a hug 

• Send gifts peace 

• Shop for Donate food 

• See Be the lights 

 

As always, if there is anything at all you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Jane Davis 

 

Mrs Jane Davis 

(Head Teacher) 

 

 



Lanchester Endowed Parochial Primary School 

DIARY DATES for Autumn 2 

Wk: Monday 4th December 2023 All Week Enterprise Week 

Monday 4th December 2023 Morning Friends of the School Christmas Shop for Reception, Year 1 

and Year 2 

Tuesday 5th December 2023 9am – 10am Year 2 Stay and Play Session 

Tuesday 5th December 2023 2pm – 3pm Year 2 Stay and Play Session 

Wednesday 6th December 2023 All Day Friends of the School Christmas Shop for Nursery, Year 3 

and Year 4 

Wednesday 6th December 2023 10.30 – 11.30am Nursery Stay and Play Session 

Wednesday 6th December 2023 1.45pm–2.45pm Nursery Stay and Play Session 

Thursday 7th December 2023 9am Parents of Year 1  - Poetry in the Forest Session 

Thursday 7th December 2023 3.30pm-5pm Christmas Fair and Social Event 

Friday 8th December 2023 Morning Friends of the School Christmas Shop for Year 5 and Year 6 

and any absent children earlier in the week 

Monday 11th December 2023 10am Reception Nativity 

Monday 11th December 2023 2pm Reception Nativity 

Tuesday 12th December 2023 10am Key Stage One Nativity 

Tuesday 12th December 2023 2pm Key Stage One Nativity 

Tuesday 12th December 2023 1pm Choir singing at Lynnwood House Christmas Lunch 

Tuesday 12th December 2023 2.30pm Nursery Christmas Story Session with Parents 

Tuesday 12th December 2023 All Day Year 6 at Newcastle for Pantomime and Meal 

Wednesday 13th December 

2023 

All Day Nursery and Reception Party Day 

Wednesday 13th December 

2023 

Morning The Littlest Christmas Elf for EYFS and Year 1 

Wednesday 13th December 

2023 

Morning New College Performing Arts Department performing 

‘Beauty and the Beast’ 

Wednesday 13th December 

2023 

1.15pm Choir singing at Lynnwood House for Residents 

Thursday 14th December 2023 9am Brass and Woodwind Christmas Concert 

Thursday 14th December 2023 10am Nursery Christmas Story Session with Parents 

Thursday 14th December 2023 11.30am Choir singing at Willowburn Hospice 

Thursday 14th December 2023 2pm Year 5 & Year 6 Christmas Nativity 

Thursday 14th December 2023 6pm Year 5 & Year 6 Christmas Nativity 

Friday 15th December 2023 10am Year 3 & Y4 Christingle and Carol Service in All Saints’ 

Church 

Friday 15th December 2023 Lunchtime Christmas Dinner in School 

Monday 18th December 2023 Morning Year 3 and Year 1 Christmas Parties 

Monday 18th December 2023 Afternoon Year 4 and Year 2 Christmas Parties 

Monday 18th December 2023 3.30pm Christmas Carols and Hot Chocolate around the Tree 

Tuesday 19th December 2023 Morning Year 5 Christmas Party  

Tuesday 19th December 2023 Afternoon Year 6 Christmas Party  

Tuesday 19th December 2023 5.15pm School Closes for Christmas Holiday 

Holiday Club: Wednesday 20th to Friday 22nd December 2023 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email:  ljgsportscoaching@gmail.com 

Wednesday 3rd January 2024 7.30am School re-opens for Spring Term 1 

KS2 Statutory Assessment Tests – Week Beginning Monday 13th May 2024 

Year 4 Multiplication Check – Week Beginning Tuesday 3rd June 2024 

 

Year 1 & Year 2 Phonics Screening Check – Week Beginning Monday 10th June 2024 

 



 


