
Sounds-Write

A linguistic-phonic 
reading/spelling programme



Help your child 

to read and write
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Why Sounds~Write? 

• Because every one of you in this 
room has a child who can already 
listen and speak.

• No-one has to send their child to 
school to learn what comes 
naturally.

• What doesn’t come naturally is 
learning to read and write.
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What prompted the development 
of writing?

© Sounds-Write 2017



© Sounds-Write 2017



© Sounds-Write 2017



© Sounds-Write 2017



© Sounds-Write 2017



Phoneticisation
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Transparent v complex codes

• Física

• physics
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Why is 

English so 

difficult to 

read?

• 26 letters of the alphabet

• 44 speech sounds

• Over 200 different spellings to 
represent these 44 sounds.

• This is due to English being an 
amalgamation of several 
languages with influences from 
Latin, French, German and 
Scandinavian.



How does the 
English 

alphabet code 
work?

To become fluent readers and spellers 
children need to know: 

1: Letters are used to spell individual 
sounds (one at a time, from left to 
right across the page).

2: Each sound may be spelled by one 
or more letters.

cat    ship    night    weight
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How does the 
English 

alphabet code 
work?

To become fluent readers and spellers 
children need to know: 

3: Sounds may be written in more than 
one way:

play, rain, great, gate

4: Many spellings represent more than 
one sound.

the spelling < ea > can represent the 
sounds: 

seat, head, break
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What do we 
think reading 

is about? 

What skills need to be practised and 
perfected to become a fluent reader?

– Segmenting

– Blending

– Phoneme manipulation

You also need code knowledge: how to 
spell the sounds in the language 
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What skills 
do we 
need?

• Segmenting

• The ability 
to separate 
the sounds 
in words.



Essential 
Skills

•Blending

• The ability 
to blend 
sounds 
into 
words.



Essential Skills

• Phoneme (sound) 
Manipulation

• The ability to swap 
sounds around to 
make new words.



The Sounds-
Write Programme

• The complete programme is 
composed of 3 levels Initial 
Code, Extended Code & 
Polysyllabic Words.

• Each level comprises 5 
‘lessons’ or activities.

• Within each level, different 
‘units’ focus on different 
sounds and word structures.

• It is also packed full of 
games and activities so the 
children learn in a fun way.



Let’s have a go!

• Word building

• Word reading

• Sound Swapping
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INITIAL CODE

Introduce 2 different letters > 1 sound : sh 
th ch ck wh ng qu

Double letters ll ss ff zz

Simple spellings – 1 letter >1sound



Initial Code 

Units

▪ Unit 1- a,i,m,s,t

▪ Unit 2 - n,o,p 

▪ Unit 3 – b,c,g,h

▪ Unit 4 – d,e,f,v

▪ Unit 5 – k,l,r,u 

▪ Unit 6 – j,w,z

▪ Unit 7 – x,y,ff,ll,ss,zz



Teaching the 

sounds

• We need to ensure that we 
model the correct pronunciation 
of sounds.

• This helps children to blend and 
segment correctly.

https://youtu.be/a8ZMfYjdN-s

https://youtu.be/a8ZMfYjdN-s


Say the sounds precisely!
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EXTENDED 

CODE

• The skills of segmenting, 
blending & phoneme 
manipulation continue to be 
reinforced and practised at this 
level.

• Factual knowledge is vastly 
expanded as the learner 
encounters ‘new’ sounds and 
new spellings.

• Understanding is expanded 
and developed



Conceptual 

Knowledge

1. A sound can be spelled with 2 
(or more) letters.

Light dough
1. Same sound > different 

spellings - tree tea

2. Same spelling > different 
sounds – seat head 



EXTENDED 

CODE

• Same sound>different spellings.

rain     stay

• Same spelling>different sounds.

bread     beak

• Units1 - 48 – vowel sounds and 
consonant sounds.
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Sounds-

Write

• The lessons are multi-sensory
and the teaching and learning is 
made clear and explicit.

• When errors are made, specific 
error corrections orient the 
learner to re-organize his/her 
concepts of reading and 
spelling.



Home 
Reading 
Books

• We have made a huge 
investment in new 
reading books to 
match our phonic 
scheme.

• These books only 
contain words and 
sounds the children 
have been taught in 
their phonics so far



How can you help your child?

Read with them at least 

3 times a week.

Help them segment and 

sound out words they 

don’t know, don’t just 

tell them the word.

Promote  a culture of 

reading at home so 

children learn to enjoy 

reading for pleasure.



https://www.udemy.com/help-your-child-to-read-and-write/
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Now watch the intro video

https://youtu.be/U_e568INroM
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